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Reading  20 points

1
Read the text and answer the questions. (12 points[image: image2.jpg])

	



5


	A very interesting phenomenon is happening in the city of Moscow, Russia. Many dogs are living on the street there, and they must be very intelligent in order to stay alive. According to a study by scientists at the Severtsov Institute of Ecology and Evolution, there are about 35,000 dogs in Moscow’s streets. Many of these dogs begin life as pets, but then their owners leave them in the streets. The dogs haven’t got homes, and they must find food and a place to sleep. Only about 3% of the dogs survive. Over time, they start to look like wolves and they aren’t as friendly as ordinary pet dogs. They have got some new and very unusual skills, and these skills help them to survive.
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	According to the Severtsov study, there are four different groups of dogs. The first group helps the guards at hospitals, car parks and other places, and the guards give them food. The second group begs for food from people on the street, and the third group looks for food in rubbish bins. The fourth group of dogs is wilder than the others. They eat mice, rats and cats.

	


15
	One special sub-group of beggar dogs is cleverer than all the other groups. These dogs ride on the metro trains from place to place and receive food from travellers. Some people are more generous than others and the dogs seem to have an instinct for who to ask for food. The dogs also travel to the centre of the city because the food on the streets is better there. They can recognise the different metro stations, so they can return “home” at night. About 500 dogs live in the metro stations, but only about 20 of them know how to ride the trains.

	

20
	The Moscow metro dogs are controversial. Government officials don’t like the dogs and don’t want them to go on the metro. The metro guards have the job of keeping the dogs out of the stations, but some of them like the dogs. Some passengers also like the dogs, but others are afraid of them. It seems the problem of the Moscow dogs isn’t easy to solve.



1.
What quality helps the Moscow street dogs to survive?


2.
What happens to the appearance of the surviving dogs?


3.
Where can you often find the first group of dogs?


4.
Why does the text mention mice, rats and cats?


5.
What are two reasons that the metro dogs ride the trains?


6.
Why do some metro guards feel a conflict about the dogs?
2
Find the following numbers in the text. What do they refer to? (3 points) 


1.
35,000  ……………………

2.
3%  ……………………

3.
500  ……………………
3
Find words in the text to match the definitions below. (5 points)


1.
start (lines 1-7)  ……………………

2.
stay alive (lines 1-7)  ……………………

3.
abilities (lines 1-7)  ……………………

4.
passengers (lines 12-17)  ……………………

5.
scared (lines 18-21)  ……………………[image: image1.jpg]
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